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Esthetic “sense” in Kant has a curious status.  As a “feeling” (Gefühl), it is irreducible to sensation, but at the same time not susceptible to conceptual predication (determinate judgment).  Hovering thus between the body and the mind, strictly belonging to neither, it induces a strange feeling of “pleasure” (Wohlgefühl) that, while being distinct from conceptual predication, is nevertheless communicable, given over to language (“sense”), and indeed capable of founding a cosmopolitan “sense” of community that is grounded in no ethical norm (the “sensus communis”).  Jean-Luc Nancy elaborates this “esthetic sense” as a “sixth sense,” irreducible to sensation, but nevertheless experienced as a “feeling” rather than as cognition or philosophical truth.  This paper traces Nancy’s debt to Kant, which, far from being a conservative or traditional debt, marks the deliberate inheritance of a quasi-transcendental horizon: for Nancy, the “subject” of esthetic pleasure requires that we reject the empiricist approach to affect, along with contemporary forms of vitalism that Nancy associates with Deleuze, Merleau-Ponty, Henry Michel, and neo-Spinozism.  Esthetic “sense,” suspended between the body and language, is the territory on which this contemporary dispute is launched concerning the subject, esthetic feeling, communicability/community, and the bond between affect and meaning (“sense” and “sense”).

